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amount of oral reading instruction for the benefit of pupils
in each group, while other sections are engaged in individual
card work or in silent reading checked by questions and
exercises. To obtain still more intensive practice for the
weaker members, the class may be divided into even
smaller reading units, namely, five or six reading groups.
Each group should contain pupils of approximately similar
reading ages, and in this way we can still further suit
the material to the reading level of the pupils and arrange
for more practice for the backward readers. In group reading
it is possible to make use of the short supplementary texts
which firms publish at a relatively low cost. These simple,
short, graded stories,1 each constituting a book, are enjoyed
by the pupils who have a sense of achievement as they
complete book after book.
In the junior school both class reading texts and
supplementary reading material should only be purchased in
groups of ten or twelve books. It is much better to have a
large number of smaller sets of reading books covering wide
ranges of reading ability than to have limited numbers of
sets of forty-five or fifty copies of the same books.
The actual technique employed in section reading and
in group reading in junior classes, with suggestions for
remedial material to suit reading ages from 5 to 9 years,
is given in detail in Backwardness in the Basic Subjects,
pp. 237-244.
CHECKING PROGRESS
Our major aim in the junior school should be to see
that all pupils progress in reading. Unless we make this
our first objective it is possible for some children to remain
1 Such as, for example, The Children's Hour Readers (Oliver and
Boyd Ltd.). These consist of forty small books, each a story, graded
into four series, and suitable for reading ages 6 to 8+ ; also " The
London Supplementary Readers" (University of London Press) and
"Clear Type Supplementaries" (Collins Clear Type Press).